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OFFICERS SERVING IN 2025

DEACONS SERVING BOARD OF DIRECTOR

BEGINNING IN 2025 BETH EVANS
LARRY CAMERON

TOMMY McKENZIE

HAL ABSHIRE -
THRU 2026 MEMBER AT LARGE
910-783-9233 DENISE MORRIS GODFREY

RICK HARRISON
SHERRY CHATFIELD

EARLWILLIAMS -
THRU 2026
/70-639-5627

KIM YOUNG -
THRU 2025
910-813-8/31

DARRELL KELLY -
THRU 2025
919-258-6211

KENNY MACKEY -
THRU 2027

910-690-0386 Thank each of you
who agreed to
ALLENTHOMPSON 8 serve.
THRU 2027

Let God quide you
as you serve!

910-695-5439
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REMEMBERI NG PEARL HARBOR DAY: A CHRI STI
SACRI FI CE. PEACE AND HOPE: BY: DENNI S Wi

December 7, 1941, is a date our nation remembers
the attack on Pear|l Har bor c¢cl aimed more than 2, 4
hi story. For many, the day represents shock, 1| o0s
Worl d War Il . As believers, this anniversary al s
| ehas | ens shaped by Scripture, grounded in hope,
darkest moment s.

REMEMBERI NG SACRI FI CE

Jesus 6Guegater |l ove has no one than this: to | ay
frienddoédhn 15:13)

On Pear |l Har bor Day, we honor the mdrhoasred whaomerar
toward dancer, served courageously, and gave the

tion of freedom
Their sacrifice reminds us of-fCrereilgt s velnt isma t & a
i fr

u

in spiritual eedom and eternal hope. While no
bravery hel ps S appreciate the value of standin

FI NDI NG PEACE I N TURBULENT TI MES

The attack on Pear|l Har bor | aunched our nation i
war, followers of Christ are cal |l e deekpeacgpand sue pe
pursueThit®.does not mean ignoring evil or avoidi
means inviting Gododés peace to rul e-tagwrsthear ttsh,ato
at work even when the world feels unstabl e.

Pear |l Har bor Day reminds us that f earMydopeesacreotl h
give you...Do not |l et your hearts be(tUobpbublldd 2&n

TRUSTI NG GOD6S SOVEREIGNTY I N HI STORY

Worl d -whebhhser pasctanorl eparvees eunst wonder i ng what tom

ture assures us that God is never surprised, nev
and fall of nati odhhHe ®Olangds 2t i2mmes ednd sasons;
and raises up othersé.

Pear |l Har bor stands as a reminder that i n moment
out World War |11, many testimonies emerged of sp
Christ. Even in chaos, God brings redemption.

LOOKI NG FORWARD WITH HOPE

As we remember December 7, 1Mk, bvwee aalssxo tlheo lwoah
because our Savior reigns. Revelation 21:4 pr omi
eyes and eliminate war, sorrow, and death foreve
Until that day, we |ive as people of hope, shini

not only a time to reflect on history but al so a
encouragers, and witnesses of Godbds | ove.



THE DESI RE FOR PEACE AMONG NATI Ol
BY: DENNI S WRI GHT DECEMBER, 20

Scripture consistently teaches that peace shoul

e, as far as it depends on you,

Aalf it is possibl
to preserve peace by preventing f

Doctrine ai med

RESPECT FOR THE | NDEPENDENCE AND DI GNI'TY OF OTHI

God values the freedom and dignity of people anct

AWhere the Spirit of th2z Coridntilsi,anthedelds freec
By rejecting European domination in the Western
of emerging nations.

GODO6S SOVEREI GNTY OVER ALL NATI ONS

Even as | eaders make decl arations and nations s
directs the course of history.

AThe Most High is sovereign over al/l ki ngdoms ol
The Monroe Doctrine reflects human attempts to |
from the Lord.

A CHRISTI AN PERSPECTIVE ON RESPONSIBILITY AND RI

The Monroe Doctrine demonstrates that | eadersh
States c¢cl aimed responsibility for protecting t
European affairs.

This balance mirrors t-ehred br ebtbiiammse cafl uépopcebwl & ¢

1 Strength without aggression

1 Responsibility without dominati on

1 Boundaries without hostility

These values remain vital today in our families,
The Monroe Doctrine may be O6vpeonte00ipvpear boahdar |
And stewardsBppinandspeaward timeless biblical
every generation.



THE MONROE DOCTRI NE: HI STORY, PURPOSE, AND B

BY: DENNI S WRI GHT DECEMBER, 2025

On December 2, 1823, President James Monroe del
one of the most influential statements i n Amer.
Though two centuries have passed, its impact <co
understanding as its role in the world. Yet bey
invites us to reflect on timeless biblical trut
over nations.

After the American Revolution, the newly indepe
from col oni al rul e under Spain aadp dfoirdlulgyalt h dHoe
HOLY ALLI ANCE (Russia,cF#muisdenmed amelaAsusttrimajg c o
Hemi sphere.

At the same time, the United States was stil]l a
intervention would threaten American security a

i ndependence.
Il n response, President Monroe issued a bold dec

KEY POINTS OF THE MONROE DOCTRI NE

1. No New Cobdhez&esbrrn Hemi sphere was <cl os
Col oni zati on.

2 . No#nnter fo&€nempean powers must not interfer
Nations of the Americas.

3. u. S. Néelurt rradtitryn, the United States woul c
And political affairs.

4 . Mut ual &XEB@eddctrine promoted a clear sep:
And the New Worl d.

Al t hough the United States | acked the military
Set a precedent. Over time, supported by Americ
stone of U. S. foreign policy.

BIBLICAL THEMES REFLECTED I N THE MONROE DOCTRI N

While the Monroe Doctrine is a political docume
Christian thought.

THE PRI NCIPLE OF STEWARDSHI P

Nations, I|ike individuals, are called to exerci
entrusted to them.

ATo Whom much is given, much will be required. o
For the United States, | eadership in the Wester

di scouraging oppression.



PLEASANT PUPI

LS

BY: DENNI S WRI GHT DECEMBER,
AHOP E : TRUSTI NG GOD6 S PROMI SES
MEMORY VERSE: (NI V)
oMay the God of hope fill you with all |
you may overflow with hope by t he Rioomaenrs
Have you ever had to wait for something
a trip or getting to see someone you | ov
A STORY ABOUT HOPE
Emma stood at the window, staring at the
| ater todayo! But right now, all she cou
AMom, are you sure itéds going to be sunn
Her mom smiles. A I donb6t see the sun ye
AHopeo? Emma asked.
AYes, 0O her mom said. Ahope means trustin
We donodt owestrwsshGodds promi ses. 0
Emma thought for a moment. She remembere
AFor | know the plans | have for you, 0 d
futureo (Jeremiah 29:11)
She didnodét see the sunshine yet. She did
that God was with her and had good pl ans
Later that afternoon, Emma was playing i
She ran to the window The clouds had mo
Al't came! The sun really did come out! o
Her mom | ooked up and said, fASee? You ha
have hope in God. He al ways keeps His pr
Emma smiled. AEven on c¢cloudy days, God i
WHAT |1 S CHRI STI AN HOPE?
For foll owers of Jesus, hope is not just
1 Trusting that God keeps His promises
1 Believing that God is with us, even o
1 Knowing that Jesus wins in the end
1 Looking forward to the good things Go
We have hope because Jesus died for our
Not hing can stop Goddés | ove!
TRY THI S AT HOME: AHOPE JARO
You can make a hope jar to remind you of
1. Find a jar, a cup or a small box
2.Cut small pieces of paper.
3.0n each paper, write a promise or truth
* AGod is with me.o (Joshua 1:9)
* AGod | oves meo (John 3:16)
* ARGod has good plans for me. o (Jer emi
4 When you feel worried, sad, or scared,
5. Thank God for the hope He gives you.
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WHY DO WE CELEBRATE CHRI STMAS ON DECEMBE
BY: DENNI S WRI GHT DECEMBER, 2025

A Christian Reflection on the History and Hope of the Date

Every year we gather on December 25 to celebrat:
Story in Luke 2, sing ASilent Nighto, and refl e
|l i evers have wondered: Why this specific date? °
bodbso how did December 25 become the day the c¢ch
EARLY CHRI STI ANS AND THE SEARCH FOR A DATE
The earliest Christians celebrated the resurrec:
church grew, believers w&otedtepphogornthbheti meai
early 300s, the church had begun to commemor at e
gradually became the most widely accepted date.
1. A Symbolic Date Connected to the Light of CI
I n the ancient world, the winter season was ass:!
Many early Christians believed Jesusd birth shoi
T Around Deodoe@mbeéehe2ivinted solstice occurs

The darkest point of the year, after which t|
1 Early Christian writers saw this asabeauti1

Christ, the |Iight of the world, entered the
The church did not choose the date to Acopyo ot |
trut h:
AThe | ight shines in the darkness, and the dar ki
December 25 became a proclamation that Jesus is
sal vation.
2.A Belief That Great Events Fall on the Same Da
Some ancient Jewish and early Christian thinker:
connected. They believed that the worl dods great
calendar dat e.
Early Christian scholars concluded that Jesus w;
I f His |Iife began on that danéenét menwbalud at altl od
December 25. This way of thinking shows that t hi
desire to honor the wunity of Christdés | ife, deat
A Date Rooted in Hope, Not Guesswork
Whet her Jesus was actwually born in December i s |
church chose this day intentionally, to point o
T Christ is the Light who ends spiritual darknes
T Christdéds birth begins Goddés plan of redempti on
T Christ came at the perfect time, chosen by the
T Christ is worth celebrating every day, but esp
December 25 stands not just as a historical dec]i
to our coldest seasons with warmth and promi se.
A Closing Encouragement
As we gather this Christmas, may the meaning bel
born in December or another mont h, December 25

God Comes Near

God Keeps His Promises

God shines in every darkness

May the Light of Christ fil/l your heart and homi
MERRY CHRI STMAS
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CEREAL BOX DRIVE
BY: EARL WILLIAMS

For Thanksgiving this year, Vass Community Pantry contact-
ed us about supporting food boxes for their Thanksgiving 25
distribution. They asked for cereal boxes that they could put
in the food boxes for those with kids. Our Church responded
in a couple of weeks with over 45 boxes of cereal. Susan
and | delivered them on 20 November in time for their Tues-
day, 24 Nov distribution day. They were very appreciative
and thanked our Church for responding to their call. In fact,
they asked us to continue the cereal box drive for
Christmas. We can turn in the boxes on 22 December in time
for their 23 December, Tuesday distribution day. Thanks to
everyone that supported our drive and we can continue with




TUESDAY MORNI NG WOMENOS BI BLE ST
BY: SUSAN WILLIAMS

The Tuesday Morning Womeno6s Bible St
of ravioli and other grocery items for the Vass Community

Food Pantry during the 4 weeks before Thanksgiving. We

collected about 250 cans and other canned and dry good

items. We turned them in A in time for their Thanksgiving

distribution.

The month of December we are giving needed clothing

items to two residents of the Pine Crest Gardens Nursing

Home in Lillington, NC. This is the same facility we have

supported for the last several years. We will complete that

mission on December 14th.

We finished our Fall study OFinding
18th meeting. December 2 we had our Christmas party

hosted by Sandy Kennedy.

We will begin our next | esson, OPr oy
Knowl edged6 i n the new year. Join us
at the Church. We welcome new members.

S >




VETERANS DAY CHURCH FLAGS
BY: EARL WILLIAMS

On 21 November, in preparation for Veterans Day, several
of us put out fags for our Church and in the Cemetery for
those fallen Veterans. Memorial Day in May is for those
fallen but those in our Cemetery are still Veterans so we
chose to honor them also. We had a good group with Rob-
ert Kluzinski and his son, Josh; and Anthony and Melissa
Spielvogel and me. We also lowered the big flags in honor
of former Vice President Dick Chaney.

Thanks to all the help with the Flags, carrying on in the
shadow of Weldon and Janet Chilton.




Weldon Chilton and his
daughter, Rhonda Chilton



