
Hello Church, 

During this Christmas time, let us remember No 

matter what challenges you face today, remember 

that Godôs promises are steady and His love never 

waivers. He walks with you through every valley 

and celebrates with you on every mountaintop. 

When you feel uncertain, lean into His strengthð

He is your anchor, your comfort, and your guide. 

Trust that He is shaping your steps with purpose. 

 

ñGod is our refuge and strength, an every-present 

help in trouble.ò Psalm 46:1 
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This is Earl and Su-

san Williams pre-
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Pastor Whitson.  

  

DEACONS SERVING  

BEGINNING IN 2025  

 

HAL  ABSHIRE -  

THRU 2026  

910-783-9233 

 

 

EARL WILLIAMS -  

THRU 2026  

770-639-5627 

 

 

KIM  YOUNG - 

THRU 2025  

910-813-8731 

 

 

DARRELL KELLY - 

THRU 2025  

919-258-6211 

 

 

KENNY MACKEY - 

THRU 2027  

910-690-0386 

 

 

ALLEN THOMPSON ð 

THRU 2027  

910-695-5439 

 

 

OFFICERS  SERVING  IN  2025  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR  
BETH EVANS  

LARRY CAMERON  

TOMMY McKENZIE  

MEMBER  AT LARGE  

DENISE MORRIS GODFREY  

RICK HARRISON  

SHERRY CHATFIELD  

 

Thank each of you 

who agreed to 

serve.  

Let God guide you 

as you serve!  



 



REMEMBERING  PEARL HARBOR DAY: A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE ON  

SACRIFICE. PEACE AND HOPE: BY: DENNIS WRIGHT, DECEMBER, 2025 

 
December 7, 1941, is a date our nation remembers with solemn respect. On that quiet Sunday morning, 

the attack on Pearl Harbor claimed more than 2,400 American lives and forever changed the course of 

history. For many, the day represents shock, loss, bravery, and the beginning of Americaôs entry into 

World War II. As believers, this anniversary also invites us to reflect through a distinctly Christian 

lensða lens shaped by Scripture, grounded in hope, and focused on Godôs sovereignty even in the 

darkest moments. 

 

REMEMBERING SACRIFICE 

 

Jesus taught, òGreater love has no one than this: to lay down oneõs life for oneõs 
friendsó.  (John 15:13) 

On Pearl Harbor Day, we honor the men and women who demonstrated such love-those who ran      

toward dancer, served courageously, and gave their lives for the protection of others and the preserva-

tion of freedom. 

Their sacrifice reminds us of Christôs ultimate sacrifice on the cross-freely given so that we might live 

in spiritual freedom and eternal hope. While no earthly sacrifice compares to His, remembering acts of 

bravery helps us appreciate the value of standing for what is good, right, and true. 

 

FINDING PEACE IN TURBULENT TIMES 

 

The attack on Pearl Harbor launched our nation into years of conflict and turmoil. And yet, even in 

war, followers of Christ are called to pursue peace. Psalm 34:14 instructs us to ñseek peace and 
pursue itó. This does not mean ignoring evil or avoiding conflict when justice is at stake. Instead, it 

means inviting Godôs peace to rule our hearts, our homes, and our relationships-trusting that He is still 

at work even when the world feels unstable. 

Pearl Harbor Day reminds us that fear does not have the final say. Jesus promises, òMy peace I 
give you...Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.ó. (John 14:27) 

 

TRUSTING GODôS SOVEREIGNTY IN HISTORY 

 

World events-whether past or present-can leave us wondering what tomorrow may bring. But Scrip-

ture assures us that God is never surprised, never caught off guard, and always sovereign over the rise 

and fall of nations. Daniel 2:21 tells us, òHe changes times and seasons; He deposes kings 
and raises up othersó. 
Pearl Harbor stands as a reminder that in moments of national crises, God is still working. Through-

out World War II, many testimonies emerged of spiritual revival, renewed faith, and lives turned to 

Christ. Even in chaos, God brings redemption. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD WITH HOPE 

As we remember December 7, 1941, we also look ahead with hope-not because the world is perfect but 

because our Savior reigns. Revelation 21:4 promises a day when Christ will wipe every tear from our 

eyes and eliminate war, sorrow, and death forever. 

Until that day, we live as people of hope, shining Christôs light in a broken world. Pearl Harbor Day is 

not only a time to reflect on history but also a moment to recommit ourselves to being peacemakers, 

encouragers, and witnesses of Godôs love.  



THE DESIRE FOR PEACE AMONG NATIONS 

BY: DENNIS WRIGHT  DECEMBER, 2025 

 
Scripture consistently teaches that peace should be sought whenever possible. 

 

ñIf it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.ò (Romans 12:18) The Monroe 

Doctrine aimed to preserve peace by preventing foreign conflicts from spilling into the Americas. 

 

RESPECT FOR THE INDEPENDENCE AND DIGNITY OF OTHERS 

 

God values the freedom and dignity of people and nations. 

 

ñWhere the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.ò - 2 Corinthians 3:17 

By rejecting European domination in the Western Hemisphere, the doctrine defended the sovereignty 

of emerging nations. 

 

GODôS SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL NATIONS 

 

Even as leaders make declarations and nations shape policies, Scripture reminds us that God alone  

directs the course of history. 

 

ñThe Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earthò.  (Daniel 4:17) 

The Monroe Doctrine reflects human attempts to bring order to world affairs, but true security comes 

from the Lord. 

 

A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE ON RESPONSIBILITY AND RESTRAINT 

 

The Monroe Doctrine demonstrates that leadership requires both strength and restraint. The United 

States claimed responsibility for protecting the hemisphere, but also pledged not to interfere in         

European affairs. 

 

This balance mirrors the biblical call for believers-and nations-to use influence wisely: 

 

¶  Strength without aggression 

 

¶  Responsibility without domination 

 

¶  Boundaries without hostility 

 

These values remain vital today in our families, churches, communities and nation. 

 

The Monroe Doctrine may be over 100 years old, but its themesðprotection, boundaries, 

And stewardship, and peaceðpoint us toward timeless biblical truths that guide Godôs people in  

every generation. 

 

 



THE MONROE DOCTRINE: HISTORY, PURPOSE, AND BIBLICAL REFLECTION 

BY:  DENNIS WRIGHT  DECEMBER, 2025 

 

On December 2, 1823, President James Monroe delivered a message to Congress that would become 

one of the most influential statements in American foreign policy: the MONROE DOCTRINE. 

Though two centuries have passed, its impact continues to shape global diplomacy and Americaôs   

understanding as its role in the world. Yet beyond its political importance, this moment in history   

invites us to reflect on timeless biblical truths about leadership, responsibility, and Godôs sovereignty 

over nations. 

 

After the American Revolution, the newly independent nations of Latin America began to emerge 

from colonial rule under Spain and Portugal. However, European powers-especially those in the   

HOLY ALLIANCE (Russia, Prussia, and Austria)-considered reasserting control over the Western 

Hemisphere. 

 

At the same time, the United States was still a young and fragile nation. Many feared that European 

intervention would threaten American security and the stability of neighboring countries striving for 

independence. 

 

In response, President Monroe issued a bold declaration: 

 

KEY POINTS OF THE MONROE DOCTRINE 

 

 1. No New ColonizationðThe Western Hemisphere was closed to future European 

  Colonization. 

 

 2. Non-interferenceðEuropean powers must not interfere with the newly independent 

  Nations of the Americas. 

 

 3. U. S. NeutralityðIn return, the United States would stay out of European wars 

  And political affairs. 

 

 4. Mutual RespectðThe doctrine promoted a clear separation between the Old World 

  And the New World. 

 

Although the United States lacked the military strength in 1823 to enforce it, the Monroe Doctrine 

Set a precedent. Over time, supported by American economic and naval power, it became a corner-

stone of U. S. foreign policy. 

 

BIBLICAL THEMES REFLECTED IN THE MONROE DOCTRINE 

 

While the Monroe Doctrine is a political document, it echoes several scriptural principals relevant to 

Christian thought. 

 

THE PRINCIPLE OF STEWARDSHIP 

Nations, like individuals, are called to exercise wise and responsible stewardship over what God has 

entrusted to them. 

ñTo Whom much is given, much will be required.ò (Luke 12:48) 

For the United States, leadership in the Western Hemisphere meant protecting liberty and  

discouraging oppression. 



PLEASANT PUPILS 

BY: DENNIS WRIGHT  DECEMBER, 2025 

 

ñHOPE:  TRUSTING GODôS PROMISES 

 

MEMORY VERSE: (NIV) 
òMay the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.ó  Romans 15:13 

Have you ever had to wait for something good that felt like it would never come? Maybe a birthday, 

a trip or getting to see someone you love? 

 

A STORY ABOUT HOPE 

Emma stood at the window, staring at the dark, cloudy sky. The weather man had said, ñSunshine 

later todayò! But right now, all she could see was gray clouds and rain drops. 

ñMom, are you sure itôs going to be sunny?ò Emma asked. ñIt doesnôt look like it at allò. 

Her mom smiles. ñ I donôt see the sun yet either, but I believe itôs still there. Thatôs a lot like hope.ò 

ñHopeò? Emma asked. 

ñYes,ò her mom said. ñhope means trusting that what God says is true, even when we canôt see it yet. 

We donôt just wishðwe trust Godôs promises.ò 

Emma thought for a moment. She remembered a verse from church: 

ñFor I know the plans I have for you,ò declares the Lordé. ñplans to give you hope and a               

futureò (Jeremiah 29:11) 

She didnôt see the sunshine yet. She didnôt know how her day would go. But she could choose to trust 

that God was with her and had good plans for her. 

Later that afternoon, Emma was playing in her room when she noticed something bright on the wall. 

She ran to the window. The clouds had moved, and warm sunlight was shining through! 

ñIt came! The sun really did come out!ò Emma shouted. 

Her mom looked up and said, ñSee? You had hope while you waited. In the same way, we can always 

have hope in God. He always keeps His promises.ò 

Emma smiled. ñEven on cloudy days, God is still working. I can have hope in Him.ò 

 

WHAT IS CHRISTIAN HOPE? 

For followers of Jesus, hope is not just ñI wishéò Hope is: 

¶  Trusting that God keeps His promises 

¶  Believing that God is with us, even on hard days 

¶  Knowing that Jesus wins in the end 

¶  Looking forward to the good things God has planned 

We have hope because Jesus died for our sins, rose again, and is preparing a home for us in Heaven. 

Nothing can stop Godôs love! 

TRY THIS AT HOME: ñHOPE JARò 

You can make a hope jar to remind you of Godôs promises. 

1. Find a jar, a cup or a small box. 

2. Cut small pieces of paper. 

3. On each paper, write a promise or truth from Godôs Word, like 

*  ñGod is with me.ò (Joshua 1:9) 

*  ñGod loves meò     (John 3:16) 

*  ñGod has good plans for me.ò  (Jeremiah 29:11)  

4. When you feel worried, sad, or scared, pull out one paper and read it out loud 

5. Thank God for the hope He gives you.  



WHY DO WE CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS ON DECEMBER 25? 

BY: DENNIS WRIGHT  DECEMBER, 2025 

A Christian Reflection on the History and Hope of the Date  
Every year we gather on December 25 to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. We read the familiar 

Story in Luke 2, sing ñSilent Nightò, and reflect on the wonder of God becoming flesh. But many be-

lievers have wondered: Why this specific date? The Bible does not tell us the exact day Jesus was 

bornðso how did December 25 become the day the church chose to remember His coming? 

 

EARLY CHRISTIANS AND THE SEARCH FOR A DATE 

The earliest Christians celebrated the resurrection far more than Jesusô birth. Over time, as the 

church grew, believers wanted to honor the incarnation-God stepping into time as one of us. By the 

early 300s, the church had begun to commemorate Jesusô birth on a specific day, and December 25 

gradually became the most widely accepted date. Two major reasons shaped this choice. 

1.  A Symbolic Date Connected to the Light of Christ 

In the ancient world, the winter season was associated with darkness, cold and the shortening of days. 

Many early Christians believed Jesusô birth should be remembered when light began to grow again. 

¶  Around December 21ð25 the winter solstice occursð 

 The darkest point of the year, after which the days begin to lengthen. 

¶  Early Christian writers saw this as a beautiful symbol: 

 Christ, the light of the world, entered the darkness to bring hope. 

The church did not choose the date to ñcopyò other celebrations, but rather to declare a theological 

truth: 

ñThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.ò (John 1:5) 

December 25 became a proclamation that Jesus is the true rising of spiritual light, the dawn of Godôs 

salvation. 

2. A Belief That Great Events Fall on the Same Date 

Some ancient Jewish and early Christian thinkers held a belief that holy events in a personôs life were 

connected. They believed that the worldôs greatest prophets were conceived and died on the same  

calendar date. 

Early Christian scholars concluded that Jesus was crucified on March 25. 

If His life began on that date (the Annunciation), then His birthðnine months later-would fall on  

December 25. This way of thinking shows that the date was not chosen randomly. It reflected a deep 

desire to honor the unity of Christôs life, death, and resurrection. 

A Date Rooted in Hope, Not Guesswork 

Whether Jesus was actually born in December is not the central issue. What matters is that the 

church chose this day intentionally, to point our hearts toward powerful truths: 

¶ Christ is the Light who ends spiritual darkness 

¶ Christôs birth begins Godôs plan of redemption 

¶ Christ came at the perfect time, chosen by the Father 

¶ Christ is worth celebrating every day, but especially together are His people 

December 25 stands not just as a historical decision, but as a theological message that God breaks in-

to our coldest seasons with warmth and promise. 

A Closing Encouragement 

As we gather this Christmas, may the meaning behind the date deepen our joy. Whether Jesus was 

born in December or another month, December 25 gives us a sacred yearly reminder: 

God Comes Near 

God Keeps His Promises 

God shines in every darkness  

May the Light of Christ fill your heart and home this season.          

MERRY CHRISTMAS 



 

 



CEREAL BOX DRIVE  

BY: EARL WILLIAMS  

 

For Thanksgiving this year, Vass Community Pantry contact-

ed us about supporting food boxes for their Thanksgiving 25 

distribution. They asked for cereal boxes that they could put 

in the food boxes for those with kids. Our Church responded 

in a couple of weeks with over 45 boxes of cereal. Susan 

and I delivered them on 20 November in time for their Tues-

day, 24 Nov distribution day. They were very appreciative 

and thanked our Church for responding to their call. In fact, 

they asked us to continue the cereal box drive for        

Christmas. We can turn in the boxes on 22 December in time 

for their 23 December, Tuesday distribution day. Thanks to 

everyone that supported our drive and we can continue with 

the Christmas boxes. Again, thanks to all.  

 



TUESDAY MORNING WOMENõS BIBLE STUDY 

BY: SUSAN WILLIAMS  

 

The Tuesday Morning Womenõs Bible Study collected cans 

of ravioli and other grocery items for the Vass Community 

Food Pantry during the 4 weeks before Thanksgiving. We 

collected about 250 cans and other canned and dry good 

items. We turned them in ñ in time for their Thanksgiving 

distribution.  

The month of December we are giving needed clothing 

items to two residents of the Pine Crest Gardens Nursing 

Home in Lillington, NC. This is the same facility we have 

supported for the last several years. We will complete that 

mission on December 14th.  

We finished our Fall study òFinding I Amó at our November 

18th meeting. December 2 we had our Christmas party 

hosted by Sandy Kennedy.  

We will begin our next lesson, òProverbs, the Beginning of 

Knowledgeó in the new year. Join us on January 6 at 9:30 

at the Church. We welcome new members.  

 



VETERANS DAY CHURCH FLAGS  

BY: EARL WILLIAMS  

 

On 21 November, in preparation for Veterans Day, several 

of us put out fags for our Church and in the Cemetery for 

those fallen Veterans. Memorial Day in May is for those 

fallen but those in our Cemetery are still Veterans so we 

chose to honor them also. We had a good group with Rob-

ert Kluzinski and his son, Josh; and Anthony and Melissa 

Spielvogel and me. We also lowered the big flags in honor 

of former Vice President Dick Chaney.  

Thanks to all the help with the Flags, carrying on in the 

shadow of Weldon and Janet Chilton.  

 

 



 

Weldon Chilton and his 

daughter, Rhonda Chilton  


